Survival work: the experience of the patient and the spouse involved in experimental treatment for cancer.
The unpredictable course of cancer and its treatment and the ability to adjust to these uncertainties may influence the psychological stress experienced by the patient and family as well as their ability to engage in coping activities. This study describes the experiences of patients--and their spouses--involved in experimental therapy for advanced cancer, including their decision to enter a clinical trial and the processes that contributed to the patients' continuation of treatment.